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Bills on simultaneous elections

CONTEXT

▪ Two Bills seeking to implement 

simultaneous elections to the Lok Sabha 

and the State Assemblies were introduced 

in the Lok Sabha on Tuesday by Law 
Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal after an 

intense debate during which Opposition 

members asserted that the legislation were 

“anti-federal” and went against the basic 

structure of the Constitution.



▪ The Constitution (129th Amendment) Bill was introduced in 
the House after a 90-minute debate, followed by a division 

of votes.

▪ While 263 members voted in favour of introducing the Bill, 
198 opposed it. 

▪ The Law Minister also introduced the Union Territories 
Amendment Bill, which seeks to align elections in the 

Union Territories of Puducherry, Delhi, and Jammu and 

Kashmir with the Lok Sabha election. 

▪ The legislation did not tamper with the powers enjoyed by 
the States.Principles such as judicial review, federal 

character of the Constitution, separation of powers, secular 

character, supremacy of the Constitution did not change 

with these Bills.

▪ There will be no tampering with the' basic structure' of the 
constitution.



▪ A simple majority is required to introduce a Bill 
to amend the Constitution, its passage requires 

two-thirds majority. So, of the 461 MPs present 

on Tuesday, the government would have 

required more than 307 MPs voting in its favour.

▪ This is the first time that the electronic voting 
system was used in the new Parliament. 

Union Territories (Amendment) Bill, 2024

▪ This bill aims to align the duration of Legislative 
Assemblies in Union Territories with the simultaneous 
elections for the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies. It will 
amend the Union Territories (UT) Act, 1963, the National 
Capital Territory of Delhi Act, 1991, and the Jammu and 
Kashmir Reorganization Act, 2019.



Constitution on minority rights

Introduction 

▪ Minority rights are a cornerstone of 

democratic governance, ensuring the 

preservation of cultural, linguistic, and 
religious diversity.

▪ Recognizing this, the Indian Constitution 

and international frameworks like the 

United Nations' 1992 Declaration on 

Minority Rights aim to protect minority 
communities.



Historical Context

▪ Austria (1867): Recognized ethnic minorities' rights to 

preserve their languages and national identities.

▪ Post-World War I Treaties: Incorporated minority protection 
clauses in agreements with nations 

like Poland and Czechoslovakia.

▪ India incorporated these principles during its Constitution 

drafting process, emphasizing the preservation of diversity.

Provisions in the Indian Constitution

▪ Article 29: Grants all citizens the right to conserve their 

distinct culture, language, or script.

▪  Recognizes and protects diverse cultural identities, 

ensuring equality and dignity.

▪ Article 30: Empowers religious and linguistic minorities to 

establish and administer educational institutions.

▪ The Supreme Court views Article 30 as integral to equality 

and non-discrimination.



▪ Article 350 A: Mandates primary education in one's 
mother tongue.

▪ Article 350 B: Provides for appointing a Special Officer 

for linguistic minorities.

▪ The Constitution also supports personal laws for 

various communities, exemplified by the customary 

laws of the Nagas.

Significance in Contemporary India

▪ Constitutional Legacy: Articles 25-30 symbolize India's 

commitment to pluralism.

▪ Global Relevance: Aligns with international principles, 
such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
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Rationale Behind Minority Rights

▪ The preservation of diversity underpins these 

rights. Cultural identity thrives not in isolation 

but within an enabling environment. 

▪ Individual vs. Group Rights: Individual 

equality (Articles 14-18, 19, 25) is insufficient 

without group recognition.

▪ Judicial Observations: Courts consistently 
emphasize the necessity of special 

protections for minorities to achieve 

substantive equality.



Committee recommends statutory MSP

Context

▪ Echoing the long-

standing demand of 

farmers’ organisations, 

the Standing Committee 
of Parliament on 

Agriculture, headed by 

Congress leader and 

former Punjab Chief 

Minister Charanjit Singh 
Channi, has 

recommended legally 

guaranteed minimum 

support price (MSP) for 

crops.



Significance of recommending statutory MSP

▪ The policy step will address the issue of farmers’ suicides.

▪ MSP remains a focal point in the dialogue surrounding 
agricultural reform and farmers’ welfare. 

▪ “Implementing a legally binding MSP in India is essential 

not only for safeguarding farmers’ livelihoods but also for 

promoting rural economic growth and enhancing 
national food security. 

▪ The benefits and advantages of implementation of MSP 

as legal guarantee far outweigh its challenges.”

▪ Panel asked the Centre to increase the amount given to 
farmers under the PMKISAN scheme to ₹12,000 a year 

from the ₹6,000 given at present.



▪ Legalised MSP would stimulate economic activity in 
the farming areas, benefiting local businesses and 

economies. 

▪ Assured income through MSP, farmers are more likely 

to invest in their agricultural practices, leading to 
increased productivity and sustainability in farming. 

This investment can also contribute to long term food 

security of nation.

▪ Consistent income allows farmers to plan better and 
maintain production without the fear of market 

fluctuations undermining their efforts.” 

▪ A legally binding MSP system could play a crucial 
role in reducing farmer suicides in India by 

providing financial stability, protecting against 

market volatility, alleviating debt burdens, and 

improving overall mental health among farmers.





Sewer cleaning an occupation based work

Context

▪ Citing data from its first-ever 

survey of sewer and septic tank 

workers across India, the Union 

Social Justice Ministry on 
Tuesday told Parliament that 

sewer and septic tank cleaning 

is “occupation based activity 

rather than caste-based” work. 



▪ The data from the survey, part of the government’s 
NAMASTE programme showed that nearly 92% of 

all workers profiled were from the Scheduled 

Caste, Scheduled Tribe and Other Backward 

Classes communities, with the remaining around 
8% from the general category. 

▪ 67.91% (37,060) were from SC communities, 
15.73% (8,587) were from OBC communities, 8.31% 

(4,536) were from STs, and 8.05% (4,391) were from 

the general category.

▪ The Prohibition of Employment as Manual 
Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act, 2013: This 

Act supersedes the 1993 Act and prohibits all forms 

of manual excrement cleaning of insanitary 

latrines, open drains, or pits. 

▪ It also focuses on the rehabilitation of manual 

scavengers and provides measures for their 

welfare.



▪ As part of the NAMASTE programme, a scheme to 
mechanise all sewer work and prevent deaths due to 

hazardous cleaning work. In 2023-24, it was brought in 

to replace the Self-Employment Scheme for 

Rehabilitation of Manual Scavengers.

▪ The Centre’s rationale is that manual scavenging as a 

practice has ended across the country and what 

needs to be fixed now is the hazardous cleaning of 

sewers and septic tanks.

▪ It draws this distinction based on a technical 

difference in how manual scavenging and hazardous 

cleaning are defined in the Prohibition of Employment 

as Manual Scavengers and their Rehabilitation Act.

▪ Between 2019 and 2023, at least 377 people died 

from hazardous cleaning of sewers and septic tanks, 

according to data tabled in Parliament.



Q)Do you agree with the idea of Uniform civil code as Secular civil 
code? Justify your answer. 



Introduction: The idea of a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) seeks to replace personal laws 

based on religious scriptures and customs with a common set of laws governing every 

citizen, irrespective of their religion.

Constitutional Basis: 

1. Article 44 of the Directive Principles of State Policy in the Indian Constitution 

advocates for a UCC for all citizens. It aims to unify and integrate the country by 

ensuring that all citizens are treated equally under the law, irrespective of their religion.

2. Article 14 guarantees the right to equality before the law and equal protection of 

the laws, which supports the idea of a UCC as it promotes uniformity in legal matters. 

3. Article 25 guarantees the freedom of religion, but this freedom is subject to public 

order, morality, and health, and the other fundamental rights, which suggests that 
personal laws can be regulated to ensure equality. 



Arguments in Favour of UCC as a Secular Civil Code: 

1. Secularism and Modernity: • A UCC aligns with the idea of a modern secular state 

where the law is separate from religion.

2. Ensures Equality: • A UCC would provide equal legal protection to all citizens, 

eliminating gender and religious biases present in personal laws. 

3. Strengthens National Unity: • By applying a common set of laws to all citizens, a 

UCC could reduce the fragmentation of society based on religious lines, fostering 
national integration. 

4. Simplifies the Legal System: • A single set of laws would simplify the legal system, 

making it easier for citizens to understand and follow, and for courts to adjudicate. 

5. Promotes Gender Justice: • Personal laws often discriminate against women; a 

UCC could ensure gender equality in matters of inheritance, marriage, and divorce. 



Arguments Against UCC as a Secular Civil Code: 

1. Religious Freedom Concerns: • Critics argue that a UCC could infringe upon the 

religious freedoms guaranteed under Article 25, by forcing a homogenised set of laws 

on diverse religious communities.

2. Judicial Overreach: • Imposing a UCC might be seen as judicial overreach into the 

domain of personal laws, which traditionally have been handled by religious bodies.

Conclusion: 21st law commission has recommended that a UCC is neither necessary nor 

desirable at this stage. Government musttake a piecemeal approach in removing the 

gender disparities in matters of marriage, divorce, inheritance of personal laws. Government 

must restrain implementing all aspects in single legislation. 
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